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OVERVIEW
By looking at the life of Job, children will learn about God’s command to give thanks in all
circumstances, and apply it to their lives.

SCRIPTURES
Job
1 Thessalonians 5:18
Psalm 136
1 Chronicles 16:8
MAIN POINT
Give Thanks, No Matter What!
MEMORY VERSE
1 Thessalonians 5:18
TAKE IT HOME RESOURCES
Email or provide families with the Take It Home Resource to continue the faith conversations at
home!

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Daily Give Thanks Poster

OPENING (LARGE GROUP GAME)
Thank Off
SUPPLIES NEEDED: index cards (100-200 per group), markers, buckets or containers
INSTRUCTIONS: After dividing your group into teams, teams will race to write the most
cards of thanks. Children will write 1 item they are thankful for, per card, before placing
it in their team’s bucket. Count the cards after the game to see which team had the most.
All team members are writing cards at the same time. It is ok if team members write the
same things on cards, such as being thankful for family or food, but encourage each child
not to repeat items on their cards.

AFTER THE GAME, SAY:
That is a lot of things we just thanked God for! Do you ever struggle to think of
things to thank God for? Allow responses.
Sometimes we aren’t very good at thanking God. We should be thanking Him all of
the time for everything around us, but we don’t always do that. We especially don’t
do that when things in our life aren’t going too well. Did anyone write a card giving
thanks for something not so good? Allow responses.
Did you know that we are supposed to give thanks, not just for the good and
awesome things in our lives, but for everything?
SPECIAL NEEDS/PRESCHOOL SUGGESTION: For children that struggle with writing, allow
extra time, encourage them to draw pictures of what they are thankful for instead, or provide
helpers to write for them.
PRETEEN SUGGESTION: For an extra challenge for preteens, do this activity individually
instead of in teams.
*OPTIONAL: While children do this activity, have worship music centered around giving
thanks playing in the background.
.

WHAT GOD SAYS
SUPPLIES NEEDED:
Bibles, Bible costumes (optional), beach ball (1 per group)

INTRODUCE IT – Good Week or Bad?
SAY: Hold up your fingers to tell me what kind of a week you just had. If you hold
up all 10 fingers, it was an awesome week. If you only hold up 1 finger (or no fingers),
that means it was a terrible, rotten week. On three, tell me how your week was. 1, 2,
3! Allow children to respond by holding up their fingers.
Some of you had good a good week, but some of you had a not so good week. I would
give my week a ______. (Rate your week).
Whether you had a good week or a bad week, I have a question for you. Did you stop
and thank God this week, no matter if it was good or bad? Allow responses.
God is worthy of our thanks and praise. Everything we have is because of Him! We
should thank Him for all we have and all He does. And it’s pretty easy to remember
to give thanks when things are going good – when you make the basketball team,
when you get a treat just because, or when someone that’s been sick gets better. You
probably remember to thank God for your food, but do you think that you would
remember to thank God if your family didn’t have enough food and you had to go to
bed hungry?
1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you.”
God didn’t say to give thanks when things are awesome in life. He says that we should
give thanks to Him in all circumstances – no matter what!

TEACH IT
A Righteous Man
SAY: The Bible tells us about a man, a righteous man. His name was Job. He’s
described as a blameless man that feared the Lord. (Remember, fearing the Lord
doesn’t mean that you are scared of Him, like you are scared of the dark. Fearing
the Lord means that you have a respect and awe for Him).
How would you like for that to be the way God describes you? Blameless and
fearing the Lord. Job would even offer extra sacrifices for his children, just in case
they sinned in their hearts and didn’t know it. Job loved the Lord.
He was also a very wealthy man. He had 10 children, seven thousand sheep, three
thousand camels, five hundred oxen, five hundred donkeys, and lots of servants.
Scripture say that he was the greatest man in the East. Wow!
Life is pretty great for Job! Do you think that he would gave thanks to God for all of
the awesome blessings in his life? Allow responses. Absolutely!
But things are about to change for Job… and Satan has a hand in it.
READ: Job 1:6-12
Basically, Satan is saying that because everything is so awesome in Job’s life, so of
course he follows God. But if all of his blessings were taken away, Satan is sure that
Job would not follow the Lord so.
What do you think? Do you think Job will follow the Lord no matter what, even if
his life isn’t blessed anymore? Allow responses.
LESSON ACTIVITY: Act Out the Bible
SUPPLIES NEEDED: Bible era costumes, (optional)
INSTRUCTIONS: Select a child to play Job, and 4 children to play servants. Children
will pantomime acting, while a leader reads or summarizes the Bible account from Job
chapter 1.
SAY: (Enter Servant 1). A messenger came to Job and told him that all of his oxen
and donkeys were out grazing. But then the Sabeans attacked and carried of all of
his oxen and donkeys. They even killed all of the servants with the animals. The
messenger was the only one to escape.

While that servant was speaking, another servant ran in. (Enter Servant 2). He told
Job that the fire from heaven rained down, and all the sheep and the servants caring
for them died. He was the only servant to escape.
While he was still speaking, yet another servant ran in. (Enter Servant 3). “Raiders
came,” the servant told Job, “and carried off all of your camels and put the servants
to death. I was the only one to escape.”
Wow! In mere minutes, Job finds out that all of his animals have either been taken
or killed. Could his day get any worse? Guess what… it does!
ANOTHER servant comes in. (Enter Servant 4). He tells job that all of his sons and
daughters were feasting together at the oldest brother’s house, when suddenly
mighty wind came and struck the house from all four corners. The house collapsed
on itself, killing all of his children and everyone inside. That servant was the only
one to escape.
At this, Job fell to the ground. (Children can return to their seats).
SAY: If this were you, and you had just been told that all of your animals are dead
or stolen, all of your servants are dead, and all 10 of your children are now dead,
how would you be falling down on the ground? Would you be falling down in
shock? Would you be yelling or crying? Or would you fall down in anger or sorrow?
Allow responses.
Job’s reaction might surprise you. Verse 20 of Job chapter 1 tells us that Job fell
down. But he fell down in worship.
Almost all of his life has been taken away in the blink of an eye, but Job’s first
reaction is to worship God!

TALK ABOUT IT (SMALL GROUP OPTION)
Discuss the following questions in small groups.
1. What would your reaction be if you lost all of your possessions and your
family? Would you worship first?
2. READ Psalm 136. Why should we give thanks to God?
3. What are you having a hard time giving thanks for right now?

TEACH IT
The Rest of the Story
SAY: Job lost so much, but he didn’t curse God; he worshipped God instead. But
that’s not the end of Job’s story.
Satan went back to God a second time, complaining that Job isn’t turning away
from God because he still has his health. So, God allows Satan to take away Job’s
health. (Anything but killing him is allowed.) Satan then went out and afflicted Job
with terrible sores, all the way from the top of his head to the bottoms of his feet!
Job’s wife came to him and told him, “curse God and die!” But Job wouldn’t! He
answered her, “shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?”
His suffering was so great that his friends could hardly recognize him. He sat in
silence for 7 whole days!
Then he began to speak. And he started cursing the day he was born! He wished he
had never been born!
And his friends did not help! They came to him and told him that he probably
committed some sin and everything that has happened to him was punishment for
his sin.
But still, Job doesn’t sin in his reaction. He’s angry. He’s questioning why this has
happened to him, but he never curses God.
Then the really cool part happens… God answers Job!
Chapter 38 of Job says that God answered Him out of the storm.
READ: Job 38:4-18
What is God asking Job here? Allow responses. God is asking Job who is in charge.
He’s reminding Job that He (God) is in control, and we might not understand His
plans, but He and He alone control all.
Job and God have a back and forth conversation, and it ends with Job telling God,
“I know that you can do all things,” (Job 42:2).
Do you believe that God control all and can do all things? Allow responses.

BRINGING IT HOME
Give Thanks to the Lord, in all Circumstances
SAY: God is the creator of the Universe. He knows all, controls all, and can do all.
When Job is struggling, God reminds him of this.
LESSON ACTIVITY: Toss and Tell
SUPPLIES NEEDED: Beach ball, 1 per group
INSTRUCTIONS: Children will create a circle, (one large group or multiple groups
depending on your group size), and toss a beach ball around, saying one thing that shows
God power, as they catch the ball.
Toss and tell of God’s power!
SPECIAL NEEDS/PRESCHOOL SUGGESTION: Consider having a leader give leading
prompts to help children, such as “Name something BIG God made,” or “a Miracle
Jesus performed,” or “Someone amazing that God made.”

SAY: 1 Chronicles 16:8 tells us that we should, “make known His deeds.” We should
tell people about how amazing God is! No one and nothing else can do what God can
do! When Job was struggling in life, God reminded Him of that.
Life might not always be awesome. Bad stuff can happen, just like it did to Job. But
God is still in control! And we are still to give Him praise!
We should give thanks, where? Encourage children to shout it out. In all
circumstances!
Job’s story does have a happy ending! Through it all, Job remained faithful to God,
praising God. His account ends with God blessing him again. Scripture says that
God blessed the latter half of Job’s life more than the first – he had even more kids,
animals, and servants. And he was given more reasons to give thanks!

MAKING IT STICK
APPLY IT
SAY: In everything give thanks… when you fail a test, when you don’t make the
team, and when you spend all day making something that gets destroyed, give
thanks.
When you are sick, give thanks.
When you get in trouble, give thanks.
Give thanks when you are going through struggles and when you are having the
best day ever.
Give thanks when you are happy and when you are sad.
No matter what, give thanks to God. And remember, He is always in control!

CLOSING PRAYER
Lord God, thank you! You are amazing and all powerful. You love us and care for us, but
we aren’t always the best at stopping to thank you. Help us to give thanks to you, not just
when things are going great, but when we face struggles as well. Help us to be reminded
of your power when we struggle, like you reminded Job. We are so glad that you are in
control of all things. Thank you for your love and care, Lord. In your name, Amen.

LISTENING CHECK
1.
2.
3.
4.

When should we give thanks to God? All the time
How did the Bible describe Job? Blameless; He feared the Lord
What did Satan want? To take things away from Job so he would blame the Lord
What did the first 4 servants tell Job? All of his animals, servants, and children
were destroyed or taken
5. When Job fell down, what did he do? He worshipped
6. Did Job ever curse the Lord and turn away from him? No
7. What did God remind Job of? Of the things He has done; of His power
8. 1 Chronicles 16:8 tells us to make known what? God’s wonderful deeds
9. Why should we give thanks to God? He deserves it; it’s His will
10. What does 1 Thessalonians 5:18 say? Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you

NO MATTER WHAT
TAKE IT HOME
GIVE THANKS, NO MATTER WHAT!
MEMORY VERSE
“Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you,”
(1 Thessalonians 5:18)

Learn It…
Work on not only memorizing this verse this week, but doing what it says!

Talk about It…
1. What can you give thanks for, today?
2. When do you find it hard to give thanks?
3. How can you develop an attitude of thanks, where you give thanks to God all of
the time?

Pray It…
Thank God for 3 (different) things each day this week!

Explore It…
We usually thank God with our words. Can we give thanks to God in other ways?
READ: Psalm 100:1-5

